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Sheriff Jerry L. Demings

Biography

Sheriff Jerry L. Demings is a native of Orlando, Florida and the son of Freddie and
Josephine Demings. He is the youngest of five children and has a twin brother. He
attended Orange County, Florida public schools and graduated with honors from Jones
High School in 1977.

He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Finance from Florida State University in 1980
and his Master of Business Administration degree in 1989 from Florida Metropolitan
University/Otlando College. He graduated Magna Cum Laude and is listed in Who’s Who
Among College Students.

Sheriff Demings is a 1998 graduate of the 194th session of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation’s National Academy and 2000 graduate of the 23rd session of the FBI’s
National Executive Institute. In 2001 Sheriff Demings was awarded an honorary Doctorate
of Humane Letters from City College and in 2002 he was awarded a second honorary
Doctorate in Humane Letters from Florida Metropolitan University.

The Sheriff is married to Orlando Police Chief Valdez B. Demings who was appointed by
Mayor Buddy Dyer in December 2007 as the first female Police Chief in the history of
Orlando. They have three sons, two of whom are twins. The twins are graduates of Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical University in Tallahassee, Florida while their youngest son

is currently attending FAMU and majoring in architecture.

On November 4, 2008, Sheriff Demings was elected the first African-American Sheriff and
Constitutional Officer in the history of Orange County, Florida. He assumed office on
January 6, 2009. He takes great pride in the fact that his election to the office of Sheriff
occurred on the same historic ballot that elected Barack Obama as the first African-
American President of the United States of America.

Sheriff Demings has a long, distinguished, and successful career in the realm of public
service. Chairman Richard Crotty appointed Sheriff Demings as the Director of Public
Safety for Orange County in October 2002. He served in that capacity until he resigned
from the position to fulfill his dream and to run for Sheriff in January 2008. During his
tenure as Director of Public Safety he oversaw the Orange County Corrections Department
Orange County Fire Rescue Department, Public Safety Communications Division, Drug
Free Community Office, Office of Criminal Justice Coordination, and the Consumer Fraud
Unit. He had combined budgetary oversight of over $320 million and nearly 3200
employees. He was the first African-American to serve in that capacity.
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Prior to his appointment as Director of Public Safety for Orange County Sheriff
Demings served as Orlando Police Chief. Mayor Glenda Hood appointed him as the first
African-American Chief of Police in the history of Orlando on December 30, 1998. He
retired from the agency in September of 2002 after 21 years of service. He is credited with
reducing crime four consecutive years, decentralizing patrol operations by opening two
substations, instituting a take-home vehicle plan, placing computers in police cars,
implementing problem oriented policing, reorganizing the agency into three operational
bureaus with an emphasis on service, and getting the agency reaccredited by the Florida
Commission on Law Enforcement Accreditation.

Despite the demands of a busy professional career Sheriff Demings still finds time to give
back to his community by involving himself in numerous social service activities including the
following:

Saint Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church Steward

Member and former Basileus Chi Tau Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
Executive Board Member of the Central Florida YMCA

Executive Board Member of the Central Florida Boy Scouts of America
Executive Board Member of Central Florida Crimeline, Inc.

Sheriff Demings is also a member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, The
Florida Sheriff’s Association, The Florida Police Chiefs Association, The National
Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, and various other affiliations.



