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On September 21, 2009, at approximately 1950 hours, suspect, James Ward, called 911 and told operator
Claudine Prudence (4389) "l just shot my wife....she's dead...She's on the floor of the master bedroom..." James
Ward provided the address of "5277 Isleworth Country Cilub Drive” several times throughout the call. James Ward

also told the operator that the gun was in the night stand next to the bed.

On September 21, 2009, at approximately 1958 hours, Deputy Sheriff Michael Mandarano (4788), Deputy Sheriff
Corey Legg {(4787), and Deputy Sheriff William Bagley (4716) responded to 5277 Isleworth Country Club Drive,
Windermere, Florida 34786 in reference to a shooting. Upon their arrival, Deputy Mandarano, Deputy Legg, and
Deputy Bagley, observed James Ward standing in the driveway of 5277 !sleworth Country Club Drive,
Windermere, Florida 34786. James Ward was challenged by the deputies and he complied with their commands.
Deputy Mandarano secured James Ward into handcuffs and asked who else is inside of the residence. James
Ward stated "my wife." Deputy Mandarano asked James Ward "where is she” and he replied “she's dead.”
Deputy Mandarano asked James Ward again "where is she?" James Ward stated "in the master bedroom.”
James Ward stated no one else was inside of the residence except for his four dogs.

Deputy Mandarano and the following members of the Orange County Sheriff's Office , entered 5277 Isleworth
Country Club Drive, Windermere, Florida 34786 and conducted a protective sweep in an attempt to locate any
victims, or additional suspects: Corporal Doug Comwell (1713}, Corporal Tim Anderson {0632), Sergeant Greg
Rickman {1714}, Sergeant Russell Sollars (1503), Deputy Bagley, and Deputy Legg. In the master bedroom
{second floor in the, middle of the residence), victim, Diane Ward, was discoverad with an apparent gunshot
wound to the head. The scene was secured and a crime scene contamination sheet was initiated. Deputy
Mandarano completed the initial Orange County Sheriff's Office incident report.

Orange County Fire Rescue Station 35 responded to 5277 Isleworth Country Club Drive, Windermere, Florida
34786, in an attempt to render aid to Diane Ward. On September 21, 2009, at approximately 2023 hours,
Lieutenant Stan Fisher pronounced Diane Ward deceased.

On September 21, 2009, James Ward was transported to the Orange County Sheriff's Office Central Complex by
Deputy Quincy Alleyne.

On September 21, 2009 at about 2200 hours, James Ward arrived at the Sheriff's Office. James Ward was
directed to interview room #2 where | introduced myself. | observed red liquid stains on the back of his shirt.
James Ward asked me if the stains were blood or wine. James Ward informed me that he would like his attorney
present before proceeding any further. James Ward was asked if he would like to call his attorney. James Ward
advised that his attorney's phone number was in his cell phone. James Ward was shown a cell phone that was
recovered from his driveway. He identified the phone as his. He told me that he was calling Elizabeth Green, an
attorney. He also said that he called his brother in-law, Glenn Saare.

A search warrant was prepared and served at 5277 Isleworth Country Club Drive at approximately 0145 hours.
observed broken glass and a spilled liquid on the back patio floor. | entered the master bedroom and observed the
body of a deceased white female lying on her left side against the north wall. There was a large pool of blocd at
the top of her head. A Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum hand gun was recovered from the top drawer of a night
stand next to the bed. There did not appear to be any blood inside the barrel of the gun.
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While on scene, | was advised by Detective Susan Hempfield that James Ward was talking on the phone to an
unknown perseon. Detective Hempfield observed this conversation from a monitoring room. Detective Hempfield

informed me that James Ward told this unknown person that Diane killed herself. Detective Hempfield reported
that James Ward said that he needed a criminal lawyer, and that he tried to get the gun out of her hand.

On September 22, 2009, Dr. Joshua 3tephany of the District Nine Medical Examiner’'s Office determined the
preliminary cause of death as a gunshot wound to the head and the manner of death as homicide.

Based on the facts and circumstances surrounding the death of Diane Ward, | believe that the defendant, James
Ward did commit the offense of second degree murder. James Ward repeatedly told the 911 operator that he shot
his wife without an explanation. James Ward told an unknown person over the phone that his wife killed herself.
James Ward gave the location where the handgun used could be found. James Ward was the only other person
at the residence with the victim. James Ward declined to provide a statement to detectives when afforded the
opportunity.
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